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Vols  train  for  disasters'  spiritual  impact 
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When  disaster  relief  is  dis¬ 
cussed  in  Mississippi  Baptist  cir¬ 
cles,  focus  is  typically  given  to 
logistics  —  the  number  of  meals 
served,  how  many  volunteers 
responded,  and  how  long 
response  units  were  deployed. 

At  this  year's  Mississippi 
Baptist  Disaster  Relief  Task 
Force  training  conference,  how¬ 
ever,  volunteers  concentrated  on 
the  spiritual  component  of  the 
far-reaching  disaster  ministry. 

The  Mens  Ministry  Department 
of  the  Mississippi  Baptist  Conven¬ 
tion  Board  (MBCB),  which  over¬ 
sees  Mississippi  Baptist  disaster 
response,  annually  sponsors  the 
training  conference  for  new  and 
veteran  volunteers  who  wish  to 
serve  on  the  state  convention's 
Disaster  Relief  Task  Force. 

This  year's  event,  held  at  Central 
Hills  Retreat  near  Kosciusko  April 
1-2,  tMfVWl  s&Wffal  purposes.  New 
volunteers  "learned  the  ropes" 
about  disaster  relief  and  what  was 
expected  of  them  as  they  serve  in 
various  disciplines  on  disaster  relief 
work  assignments. 

Secondly,  volunteers  became 


worx  assignments.  COME  AND  GET  IT!  —  Volunteers  at  the  annual  Mississippi  Baptist  Disaster  Relief  Task  Force  train- 

Secondly,  volunteers  became  jng  conference  at  Central  Hills  Retreat  near  Kosciusko  on  April  1-2  queue  up  for  a  chilly  early  morning 
familiar  with  the  equipment  breakfast  prepared  by  the  "newbies"  —  the  newest  members  of  the  group.  (BR  photo  by  Tony  Martin) 

and  services  used  by  the  task  W 

force.  Thirdly,  the  group  was  exposed  to  In  one  telling  example,  Caison  played  a  having  trained  volunteers.  Unlike  havj 


force.  Thirdly,  the  group  was  exposed  to 
more  opportunities  for  Christian  service  music  video  by  a  Indonesian  singer,  in 
than  ever  before.  which  the  song  spoke  of  God's  punishment 

As  always,  one  highlight  for  the  new  vol-  on  the  Indonesian  people.  ^Maybe  we 
unteers  was  the  preparation  of  breakfast  from  neglected  you,  O  Lord,  the  lyncs  said, 
the  task  force's  massive  18-wheeler  feeding  "we  did  not  heed  your  warnings." 
unit  for  the  rest  of  the  group  —  a  5  a.m.  exer-  Casion  used  the  example  of  the 
dse  invariably  held  on  a  cold  morning.  Israelites  in  2  Samuel  12  as  an  account  of 

Breakout  conferences  included  orienta-  God  punishing  a  people.  Job,  chapter  1 
tion  for  new  Task  Force  members;  a  discus-  provided  an  account  of  fate  playing  a  part 
sion  of  the  vision  for  disaster  m  a  tragedy.  "Americans  don't  under¬ 
relief;  lessons  learned  from  the  last  stand  the  concept  of  fate,"  Caison  said, 
hurricane  season;  childcare  for  the  Kay  Cassibry,  executive  director-trea- 
future;  chainsaws;  a  Safe  Serve  surer  of  the  Mississippi  Woman's 
update;  and  North  American  Missionary  Union,  told  the  astonishing 
Mission  Board  chaplaincy.  story  of  being  allowed  to  meet  medical 

Plenary  sessions  included  devo-  needs  in  the  aftermath  of  the  tsunami  in 
tionals;  a  discussion  of  feeding,  safe-  Banda  Ache.  She  and  others  were 
ty,  personal  apparel,  and  paper-  allowed  to  set  up  in  a  mosque.  Not  only 
wont;  reports  from  the  response  to  were  "infidels"  allowed  in  the  mosque, 
the  tsunami  in  Banda  Ache,  but  females  as  well  —  a  real  cultural  leap 
Indonesia,  and  on  various  hurricane  forward  in  Indonesia's  Muslim  male- 
deployments;  and  the  spiritual  dominated  society. 

impact  of  disaster  relief.  "The  most  important  thing  we  do  is 

The  latter  conference,  hosted  share  our  faith  in  Christ,"  Caison  said.  "We 
by  Mickey  Caison,  manager  of  demonstrate  and  verbalize.  Our  work  has 
Adult  Volunteer  Mobilization  at  eternal  significance." 
the  North  American  Mission  "The  thing  most  disaster  relief  workers 
Board  in  Atlanta,  dealt  with  the  have  in  common  is  a  desire  to  help  peo- 
spiritual  and  emotional  toll  expe-  pie,"  said  Don  Gann,  consultant  in  the 
nenced  by  both  disaster  victims  MBCB  Men's  Ministry  Department.  "They 
and  those  responding  to  disasters,  feel  they  have  a  calling  from  God  to  be 
"When  a  disaster  happens,"  there  when  the  crisis  comes, 
said  Caison,  "there  are  usually  The  Task  Force  has  been  enlarged 
three  trains  of  thought:  God  is  somewhat  this  year,  according  to  Gann, 
punishing  those  affected;  it  is  just  "We  put  a  high  premium  on  training, 
fate:  or  it  is  spiritual  warfare/'  because  we  believe  that  there  is  value  in 


having  trained  volunteers.  Unlike  hav¬ 
ing  a  'y'all  come'  attitude  like  some 
other  states,  we  purposely  have  training 
annually  for  our  volunteers. 

"Responding  to  a  disaster  is  not  your 
typical  mission  trip,"  Gann  continued. 
''There  are  just  some  dynamics  in  play 
that  have  to  be  considered.  It's  not  that 
you  have  to  be  a  special  person  —  you 
just  have  to  have  some  specialized  train¬ 
ing.  It's  not  for  everybody. 

"The  interest  in  efisaster  relief  is  at  an 
all-time  high,  and  we're  trying  to  keep 
our  best-trained  people  ready  to  serve/ 

Gann  stated  that  more  and  more  church¬ 
es  were  developing  their  own  disaster  plans, 
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es  were  developing  tneir  own  disaster  plans, 
for  both  the  church  and  the  members.  *'A  lot 
of  churches  never  give  a  thought  to  what 
they  would  do  if  a  tornado  siren  went  off," 
Gann  said.  "What  do  you  do  with  the 
preschoolers,  for  example?"  The  Men's 
Ministry  Department  has  resources  avail¬ 
able  to  help  churches  develop  disaster  plans. 

The  Mississippi  Baptist  Disaster  relief 
Task  Force  is  funded  by  gifts  to  the 
Margaret  Lackey  State  Mission  Offering, 
and  supported  administratively  by  gifts  to 
the  Mississippi  Cooperative  Program. 
Special  donations  to  specific  disasters  are 
also  utilized  by  the  task  force. 

For  more  information  on  the  Mississippi 
Baptist  Disaster  Relief  Task  Force,  contact 
the  MBCB  Men's  Ministry  Department  at 
P.O.  Box  530,  Jacksofl,  MS  39205-0530. 
Telephone:  (601)  292-2334  ext.  334  or  toll- 
free  outside  Jackson  (800)  748-1651,  ext. 
334.  E-mail:  cwright@mbcb.org. 


MAKING  A  SPIRITUAL 
IMPACT  —  Mickey  Caison, 
Adult  Vblunteer  Mobilization 
Manager  for  North  American 
Mission  Board,  shares  with 
Mississippi  Baptist  Disaster 
Relief  Task  Force  volunteers 
the  difference  they  can  make 
in  victim's  lives  in  a  disaster 
response  situation.  (BR  photo 
by  Tony  Martin) 
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A  pause  to  remember  the  martyrs 


■  one-year  anniversary  or  one  or 
I  Southern  Baptists'  aarkest  days, 

when  four  International  Mission 
Board  (IMB)  workers  were  gunned  down 
during  an  ambush  in  the  northern  Iraq 
city  or  Mosul.  A  fifth  worker  clung  pre¬ 
cariously  to  life  in  critical  condition  at  a 
U.S.  military  hospital  in  Iraq.  IMB  iden¬ 
tified  the  dead  workers  as: 

•  Larry  T.  Elliott,  age  60,  and  his  wife 
Jean  Dover  Elliott,  age  58,  of  Cary,  N.C.  The 
Elliotts  had  worked  for  IMB  since  1978,  and 
both  died  at  the  scene  of  the  attack. 

•  Karen  Denise  Watson,  age  38, 


Editor's 

Notebook 


of  Bakersfield,  Ca.  She  had  worked 
for  IMB  exactly  one  year,  and  died 
at  the  scene  of  the  attack. 

•  David  E.  McDonnall,  age  28,  of 
Rowlett,  Texas.  He  died  while  being 
transferred  to  a  U.S.  military  hospi¬ 
tal  in  Baghdad,  after  surgeons  at  a 
military  hospital  in  Mosul  worked 
for  six  hours  to  save  his  life. 

McDonnall's  wife,  Carrie  Taylor 
McDonnall,  age  26,  was  the  lone 
survivor  of  the  attack. 

Initial  reports  from  IMB  and  sec¬ 
ular  news  sources  indicate  that  the 
five  Americans  were  traveling  with¬ 
out  escort  in  one  car  near  Mosul, 
when  a  car  pulled  alongside  and  the 
occupants  opened  fire  with  auto¬ 
matic  weapons  and  possibly  rocket-pro¬ 
pelled  grenades.  An  Iraqi  policeman  came 
upon  the  scene  some  time  later,  determined 
that  the  Elliotts  and  Watson  were  dead,  and 
transported  the  McDonnalls  to  the  military 
hospital,  those  sources  reported. 

The  five  workers  were  scouting  the  best 
location  for  a  water  purification  project, 
Michelle  DeVoss  of  First  Church  in  Cary, 
N.C.,  told  NBC  News. 


Jean  D.  Elliott 


Karen  D.  Watson 


Larry  T.  Elliott 

overseas  service,  and  when 
you  sense  God  calling  you 
to  go  overseas,  safety  isn't 
the  primary  concern.' 

Just  14  months  before  the 
Iraq  ambush,  three  IMB 
workers  were  murdered  and 
a  fourth  seriously  wounded 
in  an  attack  by  a  lone  gunman 
at  Jibla  Baptist  Hospital  in 
Jibla,  Yemen.  Killed  were  sur¬ 
geon  Martha  Myers,  hospital 
administrator  Bill  Koehn,  and 
supply  manager  Kathleen 
Ganety.  Pharmacist  Donald 
Caswell  was  critically  injured 

returned  to  the  mission  field.  David  E  McDonnall  Came  T.  McDonnall 

Exactly  two  years  ago  last  month,  a  sake  of  the  Gospel.  The  cost  sometimes 

gowerful  bomb  placed  inside  a  crowded  includes  death  at  the  hands  of  those  who 
us  shelter  during  a  rainstorm  at  the  despise  us,  but  it  has  always  been  so. 

Davao  City  airport  in  the  Philippines  Today,  Carrie  McDonnall  pushes  for- 
claimed  the  life  of  IMB  missionary  Bill  ward.  "We  have  to  keep  going  to  the  hard 
Hyde  and  seriously  wounded  several  places.  We  have  to  keep  going  to  the  vio- 
members  of  another  missionary  family.  lent  places.  God's  call  was  not  to  just  go  to 
Thus  the  list  of  martyrs  grows.  When  the  easy  places,"  she  says, 
these  tragedies  occur,  we  are  reminded  again  Jesus  told  his  disciples  long  ago,  "If  the 
of  die  high  cost  borne  by  the  bold  believers  world  hates  you,  keep  in  mind  that  it 
who  choose  to  take  the  Great  Commission  hated  me  first."  (John  15:18  NIV)  At  a  time 
(Matt.  28:18-20)  seriously  and  follow  Christ  of  war  and  global  upheaval  like  the  pre- 
to  the  most  dangerous  places  on  earth  for  the  sent.  His  words  have  never  been  clearer. 
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'Thank  you  for  your  support 
X  of  ministry  and  mission  in 


Guest  Opinion 


Mississippi  and  around  the 
world.  The  Cooperative 
Program  remains  strong  in  our 
state  because  of  pastors  like  you. 

Because  of  your  faithfulness, 

Mississippi  Baptist  churches 

fave  more  them  $31  million  in 
004.  That  increase  in  dollars 
included  $200,000  in  challenge 
funds  —  the  amount  by  which 
the  2004  Cooperative  Program 
budget  was  oversubscrined  — 
for  Christian  education,  inter-  missions,  but  Southern  Baptists 
national  missions,  and  new  still  believe  that  servant  leader- 
church  starts  in  Mississippi.  ship  and  taking  up  the  towel 
There  is  other  good  news,  can  be  demonstrated  through 
because  this  also  shows  a  posi-  the  Cooperative  Program.  We 
five  swing  upward  over  last  can  demonstrate  our  love  to  the 
year's  giving.  Gifts  in  2004  world  through  this  cooperative 
exceeded  girts  in  2003.  This  effort.  Take,  for  example,  the 
happened  because  of  your  recent  tsunami  that  has  devas- 
leadership  in  supporting,  pro-  tated  the  coastal  areas  of 
moting,  and  sacrificing  to  nelp  Southeast  Asia.  There  are  many 
reach  Mississippi  and  the  relief  organizations  that  have 
world  for  Jesus.  Thank  you!  gone,  ana  will  go,  into  the  area. 

Our  Cooperative  Program  Most  will  be  there  for  a  short 
emphasis  will  takeplace  this  year  period  of  time  and  will  do  some 
on  Sunday,  April  10.  The  theme  good.  However,  over  the  long 
this  year  is.  Take  up  the  towel...,  haul  we  know  that  because  of 
whioi  is  taken  from  John  13.  That  the  Cooperative  Program,  we 
verse  is  coupled  with  Romans  already  have  personnel  in  coun- 
12:1  where  Paul  said,  "It's  your  try  and  the  organizational  struc- 
reasonable  service."  ture  to  provide  medical,  dental. 

There  are  hundreds  of  food,  clean  water,  and  other 
options  for  churches  to  give  to  basic  necessities  to  sustain  life. 
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Southern  Baptist  church.  the  Witness,  one  of  the 

Pinellas-Pasco  Circuit  Judge  most  conservative  state 
George  Greer  reportedly  newspapers  in  the 
informed  Calvary  Church  in  Southern  Baptisl 

Clearwater  that  he  was  officially  Convention.  Its  editor; 
resigning  his  membership  after  James  Smith,  has  repeat- 
receiving  a  March  10  letter  from  edly  opined  against 
the  church's  pastor,  Willy  Rice.  Greer’s  decisions  in  the 
According  to  the  St. 

Petersburg  Times,  Rice  wrote 
that,  although  he  was  "not  ask¬ 
ing  [Greer]  to  do  this,"  that 
resigning  his  membership 
nonetheless  "would  seem  the 
logical  and,  I  would  say,  biblical 
course"  given  Greer's  inactive 
status  in  the  congregation  and 
his  publicly  stated  disagree¬ 
ments  with  church  decisions. 

The  pastor's  letter  to  Greer 
came  after  a  March  6  profile  of 
tiie  judge  appeared  in  me  paper.  However,  many  conser 
In  it,  Greer  noted  that,  although  vative  religious  leaden 
he  had  been  very  active  in  the  have  criticized  him  he 
congregation  in  the  past,  ten-  his  decisions  finding  tha 
sions  over  the  Schiavo  issue  and  would  want  to  have  th 
others  had  caused  him  to  stop  tube  sustaining  her  ran 
attending  services  and  con-  Rice  also  report e< 
tributing  financially  to  the  Greer  that  he  was  "ti 
church  in  the  fall  of  2003.  dened  and  embarrass* 

Calvary  Church  is  one  of  the  level  of  harassment  anc 
Florida  Baptist  Convention’s  nature  of  so  many  o 


The 
Second 
Front  Page 


one  recent  editorial. 

Calvary  purchases 
group  subscriptions 
to  the  Witness  for 


REMEMBERING  TERRI  —  Bobby 
Schindler  ]r.  (left)  speaks  to  reporters  sever¬ 
al  hours  after  his  sister,  Terri  Schiavo,  age 
41,  died  March  31  at  Woodside  Hospice  in 
Pinellas  Park,  Fla.  Suzanne  Vitadamo 
(right),  Bobby  and  Terri's  sister,  also  spoke, 
while  Bob  Sr.  (center),  comforted  each  of 
his  children  as  they  spoke  lovingly  of  their 
sister  and  her  legacy.  (BP  photo)  « 
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people  of  faith/’  but  he  added.  Shortly  after  Terri's  death 
you  must  know  that  in  all  like-  was  announced,  her  brothei 
lihood  it  is  this  case  which  will  Bobby  and  sister  Suzanne  pub 
define  your  career  and  this  case  licly  issued  an  impassionec 
that  you  will  remember  in  the  plea  on  behalf  of  the  family  foi 
waning  days  of  life.  I  hope  you  supporters  to  conduct  them 
can  find  a  way  to  side  with  the  selves  as  Christians  in  honor  o 
angels  and  become  an  answer  Terri's  strong  faith.  They  als< 
to  the  prayers  of  thousands."  denounced  threats  of  violena 
Rice  was  unavailable  for  and  retribution  that  had  beet 
comment  by  press  time  April  made  by  the  fringe  element  o 
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1.  His  assistant  directed  a 
reporter  to  two  church  press 


with  the  situa¬ 


tion.  One  notes  that  Greer's 
decision  to  withdraw  his  mem¬ 
bership  "was  completely  vol¬ 
untary"  and  that  the  church 
would  "continue  to  pray  for 
Judge  Greer  and  ail  those 
involved  in  the  tragic  case  of 
Terri  Schiavo.  As  we  have  pre¬ 
viously  stated,  our  church  has 
long  been  committed  to  the 
sanctity  of  human  life." 

Greer's  office  did  not 
return  phone  calls  from 
Associated  Baptist  Press 
requesting  an  interview  by 
press  time  April  1. 


Two  Southern  Baptist  leaders,  Richard  D.  Land  and  Larry  L.  Lewis, 
remove  their  signatures  from  a  controversial  document.  Evangelicals 
and  Catholics  Together."  Land  is  executive  director  of  the  Christian  Life 
Commission  and  Lewis  is  president  of  the  Home  Mission  Board. 


&  to  —Magfrri  suicide  and  euthanasia  on 

Med.  She  was  disabled  at  birth  and  has  used  a 
she  was  11.  Tada  said  she  was  lymg  on  her  back  as 

Wed  for  Focus  on  the  Family.  She  had  recently 
neumonia  and  had  been  moeuy  in  bed  for  four  or 
Measure  sore.  Shortly  before  the  interview,  a  friend 

nd.'lt  underscored  how  much  people  like  me  and 

Sdiiavo  depend  on  strong  advocates  to  be  by  our 
and  to  protect  and  to  safeguard  the  protections 


Although  he  would  like  to  see  "some  kind  of  breakthrough," 
Winfred  Moore,  pastor  of  First  Church,  Amarillo,  Tex.,  believes  "only 
an  act  of  God"  can  save  the  Southern  Baptist  Convention. 


Sand  Hills  Church,  Jones  County,  in  connection  with  the 
Simultaneous  Crusade,  recently  held  a  revival  in  which  the  speakers 
were  representatives  of  six  different  countries:  Cuba,  Chile,  Brazil, 
Japan,  Philippine  Islands,  and  Jordan. 

.  The  Baptist  Record 


April  7, 2005 


The  Fifth  Annual  Battle  of 
the  Bands,  hosted  by 
William  Carey  College's 
Gamma  Chi  social  dub,  is 
planned  for  Apr.  8,  7  p.m.,  in 
the  Smith  Auditorium, 
Hattiesburg  campus.  Money 
raised  will  be  used  by 
Gamma  Chi  to  support  the 
organization's  future  charita¬ 
ble  projects.  Several  slots  for 
participants  are  still  avail¬ 
able.  Bands  are  judged  on 
state  presence,  presentation, 
and  mstrunWhtal  abilities. 
Admission  is  $5  for  general 
admission  and  $3  for  WCC 
students.  Bands  interested  in 
competing  should  contact 
Dana  Allen  at  (601)  318-6410. 


Correction 

On  page  4  of  the  issue  of 
March  31,  in  an  article  head¬ 
lined,  "Rankin  Assoc,  hosts 
Ministry  Teams  seminar,"  the  e- 
mail  address  for  more  informa¬ 
tion  was  listed  incorrectly.  The 
correct  address  is  sbrewer® 
rankinbaptists.org.  The  Baptist 
Record  regrets  the  error. 


If  you  know  what  your 

PROBLEM  IS  ...  YOU'RE  STUPID! 

Recently,  I  was  walking  down 
the  sidewalk  and  I  met  a  fellow 
coming  toward  me  with  a  black 
t-shirt  on  with  white  lettering. 
The  message  on  the  T-shirt  said, 
"If  you  know  what  your  prob¬ 
lem  is. .  .you're  stupid!"  Well,  as  I 
walked  toward  the  guy,  whom  I 
did  not  know,  I  had  time  to  read 
it  and  a  couple  of  seconds  to 
think  about  it.  My  first  reaction 
was  what  could  he  possibly 
mean  by  such  a  statement?  Then 
just  in  a  matter  of  a  few  seconds 
it  dawned  on  me  that  probably 
what  he  was  conveying  was  if 
you  know  what  your  problem  is 
and  haven't  done  anything  to 
change  it,  then  you  are  stupid. 

I  <£d  not  stop  him  and  nave  a 
debate  over  his  T-shirt  and  its 
message,  but  I  went  on  down 
the  street  reflecting  on  it  and  try¬ 
ing  to  digest  what  it  really 
meant.  In  the  course  of  my 
thinking  about  this  black  ana 
white  message  the  fellow  was 
carrying  around  on  his  shirt,  I 
wondered  from  whence  it  actu¬ 
ally  came.  Who  thought  up  such 
an  idea?  What  compelled  him  to 
buy  it  and  wear  it?  1  wondered  if 
it  was  thought  provoking  to 
anyone  other  than  me.  While  I 
do  not  have  the  answers  to 
those  questions,  I  did  come  to 
some  conclusions  about  the  pro¬ 
paganda  on  the  guy's  T-shirt. 

One  of  my  conclusions  was  he 
is  right.  The  more  I  thought 
about  it  the  more  I  realized  that  if 
a  fellow  knows  what  his  prob¬ 
lem  is  and  he  doesn't  change 
anything  about  the  problem  or 


^Direcdi  ms 


Jim  Futral,  executive  director-treasurer 
Mississippi  Baptist  Convention  Board 


himself  in  relationship  to  the 
problem,  he  is  not  too  bright. 

It  is  sort  of  like  the  old  story 
that  you  may  have  heard  about 
the  fellow  who  went  to  the  doc¬ 
tor.  He  took  his  index  finger  and 
poked  a  certain  spot  on  his  body 
and  he  said,  "Doc,  every  time  I 
touch  that  I  have  excruciating 
pain."  The  doctor's  simple  pre¬ 
scription  to  him  was,  "Well,  stop 
touching  there."  The  more  I 
thought  about  the  guy's  T-shirt 
the  more  I  realized  that  in  many 
cases  in  my  own  experience  it  is 
true.  Many  times  in  pastoral 
counseling  I  have  told  someone 
what  was  needed,  and  the  per¬ 
son  already  knew  but  still 
would  not  change  and  make 
things  better.  Is  that  dumb? 
Well,  it  probably  is,  but  most 
likely  we  have  all  been  there  at 
some  point  or  other,  and  we  will 
probably  end  up  there  again. 

Further  reflection  brought 
me  to  want  to  go  back  and  say 
to  the  brother  with  the  T-shirt 
on,  "While  you  may  be  right, 
you  are  also  wrong. '  You  see, 
the  reality  is  that  all  of  us  have 
participated  in  knowing  what 
the  problem  is  and  ignoring  any 
kina  of  solution.  Our  earliest 
parents  in  the  Garden  of  Eden 


clearly  knew  what  the  Lord  said 
when  He  told  them,  "Do  not 
take  of  the  tree  in  the  center  of 
the  garden."  What  did  they  do? 
They  took  it  and  disobeyed 
God.  I  think  the  implication  on 
the  shirt  is  that  we  nave  a  lack 
of  intelligence,  but  the  real 
problem  is  that  sin  has  built  into 
it  a  moral  stupidity  that  all  of  us 
have  touched  ana  by  which  we 
have  been  touched. 

You  see,  the  problems  we 
have  resulting  from  sin  are  not 
the  result  of  me  intellect  or  lack 
there  of  so  much  as  it  is  a  part 
of  our  rebellious  nature.  Char 
self-driven,  sin-desiring  nature 
pushes  us  away  from  God  and 
into  problems.  At  that  point  the 
guy's  T-shirt  or  at  least  its 
implication  is  wrong.  Even  if 
you  come  to  the  place  where 
you  know  that  you  nave  sinned 
against  God,  you  cannot  correct 
the  separation  and  the  terrible 
problem  yourself.  You  may  feel 
guilty,  you  may  even  desire  to 
change,  and  you  may  even  start 
doing  better,  but  that  does  not 
solve  what  has  already  hap¬ 
pened.  The  problem  with  sin  is 
that  only  God  can  cure  it. 

One  other  aspect  related  to 
sin  and  its  effect  on  us  is  rooted 


in  the  truth  that  sin  does  not  just 
affect  the  sinner.  No,  its  death 
and  destruction,  its  pain  and 
hurt  reach  far  out  beyond  just 
the  act  itself  like  ringlet  waves 
that  go  out  from  a  pebble  in  a 
still  pond.  That  means  that  often 
time  the  sin,  the  wrongdoing, 
and  the  problems  of  other  folks 
directly  affect  you  and  me.  It  is 
important  that  each  of  us  take 
responsibility  for  our  own  life 
ana  our  own  errors,  but  there 
are  times  when  it  is  the  error  of 
someone  else  that  affects  others 
in  the  family  or  the  community. 
For  the  most  part  we  may  not 
have  any  influence  or  any  con¬ 
trol  over  those  decisions. 

How  many  times  have  you 
seen  little  innocent  children  suf¬ 
fering  because  of  the  wrong 
habits,  actions,  and  lifestyles  of  a 
mom  or  dad?  It  is  hard  to  get 
through  a  day  without  hearing 
about  some  tragedy  that  took  the 
life  of  a  person  or  even  a  family 
in  a  car  accident  as  some  drunk¬ 
en  driver  illegally  got  on  the  road 
and  plowed  into  a  car  that  was 
just  cruising  down  the  highway. 
Agairv  the  problem  we  have  may 
not  be  correctable  by  us. 

Here  is  the  bottom  line.  You 
know  what  your  problem  is,  so 
take  it  to  God.  He  is  able  to  meet 
your  need,  forgive  your  sin,  and 
even  take  the  impact  from  oth¬ 
ers  that  has  touched  your  life 
and  weave  it  into  something 

§ood  in  the  days  ahead.  He  is 
re  miracle  worker.  He  is  our 
Savior.  He  is  our  solution. 

The  author  may  be  contacted  at 
P.O.  Box  530,  Jackson,  MS  39205- 
0530.  E-mail:  jfutral@mbcb.org. 


Making  preventive  care  affordable. 
Making  a  difference. 

When  it  comes  to  your  health,  an  ounce  of  prevention  can  be 
worth  so  much  more  than  a  pound  of  cure-it  can  be  lifesaving. 
That's  why  Baptist  Health  Systems  is  proud  to  offer  clinically 
significant  preventive  screenings  at  an  affordable  price. We  think 
it  can  make  a  real  difference  in  our  community. 

For  rnora  information  or  to  schedule  an  appointment  for  the 
Every  Day  Heart  Day  screenings.  Protect  *  Detect  Cancer 
Screenings,  or  Test  Your  Lungs  screenings  call  94M262  or 
1 -MO-948-6262.  Detalb  are  available  at  wwwjnbhsarrg 


Mississippi 

College 

A  CHRISTIAN  UNIVERSITY 


Serving 
Mississippi’s 
Baptists  through 
Christian 
Education 


Seeking  to  be  a  university 
recognized  for  academic 
excellence  and  committment 
to  the  cause  of  Christ 


The  Spirit  of  Healthcare 


Undergraduate  Admissions  601.925.3800  Accelerated  Degree  Program  601.925.3979 

Graduate  Admissions  601.925.3225  Office  of  Christian  Development  601.925.3235 

www.mc.edu 
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What  I  tell  you  in  the  darkness,  speak  in  the  light;  and  what 


ur  ear,  proclaim  upon  the 


MEN’S  CONFERENCE 

•  Led  by  Randy  Impson,  pastor,  Calvary  BC,  Starkville,  &  former 
singles  minister 

WOMEN’S  CONFERENCE 

•  “Discovering  God’s  Will"  led  by  Gwen  Williams  (Miss  Chocolate), 
New  Orleans 

OTHER  CONFERENCES: 

•  Picking  Up  The  Pieces  •  A  Servant  Heart 

•  Truth  Through  Humor 

(more  conferences  will  be  announced  at  a  later  date) 

EVENTS 

•  Seafood  Banquet 

•  Afternoons  free  with  options  for  a  trip  to  New  Orleans  to  do 
missions  or  for  other  fun  trips 


<INGL£/$fNGl£-AGAtN  OOMFEZEMOE 


KEYNOTE  SPEAKER:  DIANNE  SWAIN 

Fresh  Spirit  Ministries,  North  Little  Rock,  Ark. 
author  of  “My  Divorce  Hurts  Worse  At  Church” 

CONFERENCES: 

•  Divorce  •  Never  Married  •  Widows  •  Single  Parenting 

/ 

Cost:  $10,  includes  lunch 

(Registration  deadline  is  June  13  for  meeting/meal.) 

If  not  preregistered,  you  may  pay  $5  at  door  but  will  not  include  meal.  For  more 
information  call  Phillip  at  601-544-1794. 


For  more  info,  contact  Glenn  Shows:  Phone,  601-292-3373  or 
1-800-748-1651  or  E-mail,  gshows@mbcb.org. 


LAD/CRUSADER  DAY 

April  16 

Central  Hills  Baptist  Retreat 
Kosciusko 

Cost:  $4 

Bring  a  sack  lunch  (drink  provided) 


•  Best  Chapter  Award 

•  RA  Racers 

•  Show  &  Tell 

•  Speak-Out 

Mission  Project/Banner  Competition 
•  Campcraft  &  Field  Competition 


Answer 


Change 


FOR  INFO.  Phone.  601-292-3335  in  Jackson  or  I -800-748- 1 65 1,  ext.  335 


FFJDXy,  APKIL  8 

8  a.m.-noon  Ministry  Projects* 

3:30-4:30  p.m.  Prayer  &  Share  Celebration 

5-6: 1 5  Missions  Banquet 

6:30  Worship  Celebration  &  Acts  1 :8 

Commissioning  Service 
Featuring:  Dramatist  Laurita  Miller 

SXTUKDXy,  APKIL  9 


For  info  contact 
the  WMU 
601-292-3319 
or 

I -800-748- I 651. 


7:30  a.m. 

8:45-10 

10:15 

1 :00  p.m. 


Former  Executive  Board  Breakfast 
Conferences 

Worship  Celebration  &  Business  Session 
Featuring:  Mississippi  Choctaw  Women’s  Choir 
Adjourn 


OLDER  CHILDREN  S 

Bible  Drill 
Camp  2005 


Mississippi 


For  Church  Groups  of  Boys 
and  Girls  Grades  3-6 
(completed) 

$45  Deposit  with  Registration 
Total  Cost  $90 


July  7-9  Central  Hills  Baptist  Retreat 

For  info:  601-292-3287  or  1-800-748-1651 


April  7,  2005 


HouseTops  is  a  Baptist  Record  supplement  produced  by  the  Mississippi  Baptist  Convention  Board's  Communication  Services. 
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*AMC  2005  Ministry  Projects 


One  Person  Giving  One  Day  =  One  Changed  Ufe 

PrayerWalking  Ministry  to  the  Military,  New  Church  Starts,  Acts  of  Kindness  Ministry, 
Minor  Repairs/Painting  Community  Outreach 


During  AMC  2005,  you  will  have  the  opportunity  to  participate  in  ministry  projects  all 
across  the  Mississippi  Gulf  Coast  Ministry  Projects  will  be  planned  for  Friday,  April  8, 
from  8  a.m.-noon.  There  is  no  cost  but  registration  is  required. 


F  AM 


FAMILY  WEEK 

Monday,  July  4 — 7 

Gulfshore  Baptist  Assembly 

Special  Guests:  Brad  Brecker  Family  Band 
Judy  Marby- Vaughn,  Ventriloquist 

t  .. '  f 

Conferences 

Preschool/  Children  Teamkids 
Teeners:  Mini  Centrifuge 
Adult  Conferences:  Single  Parenting 
College  Conference 

Couples:  Brad  &  Pam  Becker,  Shepherd's  Rest, 
"Servanthood  Evangelism  For  The  Family" 

Register  through  Gulfshore:  228-452-7261 


—  r 


1 


Camp  Pastors  & 
Worship  Leaders 

May  23  -  27 
Jeff  Holeman 
Chris  Layton 
May  30  -  June  3 
Jon  Daniels 
Kevin  Williams 
June  3-7 
Roger  Reeder 
Will  Reedy 
June  7 -11 
Gary  Permenter 
Kevin  Williams 
June  11  -15 
Ricky  Young 
Will  Reedy 
June  16-20 
Grant  Stegall 
Tom  Edwards 
.  June  20  -  24 
Robert  Mullins 
Tom  Edwards 


.ini  information:  Har\ e\ 
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2005  Preaching 
&  Worship 
Conference 


Monday.  April  25.  FBC.  Biloxi 
Tuesday.  April  26,  Highland  Colony  BC. 

Ridgeland 

PASTORAL  PREACHING 

Featured  Presenters  ST  ^ 

&  Frank  Lewis 

Blake  Scafidei 


;t  Pastor  Leadership  Deveioprrer 
•8-1651  or  601-292-3305 


HIRING,  FIRING,  AND  SUPERVISING 

This  seminar  deals  with  issues  related  to 
ministerial  and  non-ministerial  staff.  . 


SkyRoom,  Mississippi  Baptist  Convention  Board 
515  Mississippi  St.,  Jackson,  Miss. 


Marble,  and  Hurst  law  firm  wt  be  tearing  the 
seminar.  Jeff  also  is  president  of  a  non-profit 
legal  consuming  group  caMed  "Rendering 
Ministries'  that  oilers  is  services  to  churches 
at  free  or  reduced  charges. 

This  seminar  is  free  of  charge  but  please  register  in 
advance  (no  later  than  Friday,  April  15)  so  that 
adequate  materials  can  be  provided. _ j_ _ 

To  register,  contact  the  Christian  Action  Commission: 
E-mail  iwood@christianaction.oom  or  phone 
601-292-3329  (to!  free  at  1-800-748-1651) 


REGISTER  NOW? 


Literacy  Missions  i  s  s  i  s  s  i  p  p  i 

J  B  A  P  T  I  S  T 

can  assist  churches  and  associ- 

ations  in  scheduling  a  work-  1*3  1 

shop  and  providing  workshop  mL  ^  j  '  \i  J, 

leaders  for:  Ijfi  t  Tf  j 

•  English  as  a  Second  g| 

Language  (ESL)  W*.  X 

•  Adult  Reading  and  Writing 

(ARW)  ^ 

•  Tutoring  Children  and 

Youth  (tcy)  Literacy 

•  Chronological  Bible  |U|  i  c  e  i  n  M  e 

Storying  (CBS) 

'  .  ■  o  \ 

Something  new  being  offered:  English  as  a  Foreign  Language 
(EFL)  is  designed  for  Christians  preparing  for  a  one-week  to  three- 
month  mission  trip  to  a  mn-English  speaking  country. 

NEXT  SCHEDULED  WORKSHOP: 

WHAT:  ENGLISH  AS  A  SECOND  LANGUAGE 

WHEN:  April  21-23,  2005 

WHERE:  First  Baptist  Church,  Cleveland 
101  North  Bolivar  Street 
'Cleveland,  MS  38732 

TIMES:  Thursday  &  Friday  -  6:00-9:30  p.m. 

Saturday  -  8:30  a.m.-4:30  p.m. 

COST:  $25  (covers  manual  and  meal) 

$5  (if  you  already  have  manual) 

DEADLINE  DATE  TO  REGISTER:  APRIL  11 


David  Platt  Chris  Layton 
Speaker  Worship  Leader 


Call  us  at  1-800-748-1651,  ext  313,  or 
E-mail  us  at  bbridgesOmbctMMg 


STATE  SENIOR 
ADULT  RETREATS 
Gulfshore  Baptist  Assembly 

To  register,  call  228-452-7261. 

Retreat  1,  May  10-13  (4  days) 
Ferris  Jordan 
Retreat  II,  May  16-18  *- 

Joe  Sherrer 

Retreat  III,  May  19-21 

Joe  McKeever 

Retreat  IV,  September  27-29 

J.  Garland  McKee 


CONTACT  PERSON 


STATE  SENIOR  ADULT  RALLY 
Thursday,  August  25 
FBC,  Jackson 

8:30  - 11:45  a.m._ 

Cost:  $1  payable  at  the  door 
Speaker:  Phil  Waldrop,  Alabama 
Music:  Brad  Becker  and  Family  Band 
Arkabutla,  Miss. 


Mrs.  Emily  Smith  or  Mrs.  Barbara  Kent 
662-843-2701  -  Church  Office 


CHECKS:  Please  make  checks  payable  to  First  Baptist  Church 

with  "ESL  Workshop"  on  the  memo  line. 

WORKSHOP  LEADERS: 

Mrs.  Frances  Rogers,  Brandon,  Miss. 

Mrs.  Jeanne  Eppes,  Waynesboro,  Miss. 

For  more  information  about  any  of  the  workshops  and  resources  offered  contact, 
Literacy  Missions  Ministry,  Paula  Smith,  P.O.  Box  530,  Jackson,  MS  39205. 
1-800-748-1651,  ext .  336.  pftmith@mbcb.ors 


SENIOR  ADULTS -APRIL  12  RALLY  CANCELLED! 

Rescheduled  for  May  3 

CANCELLED! 

Emmanuel  BC 

j  ■'  .  •  •;  ' 

CANCELLED! 

Grenada 

S  « 

Contact  Barry:  662-226-531 2 

CANCELLED! 

Prayer  Ministry  Office  •  P.O.  Box  530  •  Jackson,  MS  39205-0530  •  Phone  601-292-3304  •  Mississippi  PrayerLine  1-800-787-7729  (PRAY) 

can  ho  for  Qoh  or  for 
by  out  prayers  than  by 


For  (1)  Bible  Drills;  FBC, 
Starkville,  2:30-4:30  p.m. 
(D&FM);  (2)  Annual 
Missions  Celebration,  FB< 
Biloxi,  1  p.n£T|h-noon, 
9th  (WMU);JWAeadersh 
Training  Coraer  Ace, 
Gulfshore  Baptlft 
Assembly,  Bus  Christian, 
7  p.m.,  8th-10:30  a.m., 
10th  (CLGM). 


is  to  pray.  "Tor  We  canaccompLish  fa 
Work.” 

'T'H'I  'KTbhFin'NG  CTiTQefnAW  by  anVnknoWn  Christian 


our 


For:  (1)' 

Festival, _ , 

College,  Clinton 
Lad  Crusader  Da 
Hills  Baptig  Rea 


Musicians 


For  (1)  Young  Musicians 
Adjudication;  FBC.  Clinton 
(CM);  (2)  GA  Mother/ 
Daughter  Overnight, ^Camp 

1  Inhl  Vi^^mrythrr 

Black  Bc#o  o)  Mali 

to  be  able  to  stand  against 
the  spiritual  forces  that 
will  seek  to  turn  them 
back  into  the  darkness. 


For  (1)  Bible  Drills, 
Hernando  BC,  Hernando; 
FBC,  Gulfport,  2:30-4:30 
p.m.  (D&FM);  (2)  The 


Jonathan  Pettigrew  serves 
in  collegiate  evangelism  o 
the  campuses  of  Indiana 
University  and  Perdue 


For  (1)  BiUe  Drills,  FBC, 
Laurel  (D&FM);  (2)  There 
are  many,  many  people  in 


For  (1)  Bible  Drills,  Temple 
BC  (West),  Hattiesburg 
Poplar  Springs  Drive  BC, 
Meridian  (D&FM);  (2)  Roge 
Skipworth,  gfectadtif  mis- 


For  (1)  Cooperative 
Program  Day  (MS  Emphasis) 
(2)  Missionaries  Frank  and 
Julie  Lamea  ask  for  prayers 


:M);  (2) 

Central 


Mozaml 


sions  for  th^|uhleg>ere 
County  AssocfctionBCenfu< 
requests  prav»  for  Vie  43 
churches  in  his  area,  for 
ample  supplies  for  the  crisi 
closet  and  food  pantry  and 
a  new  Christian  life  center. 


and  empty  itu 
Bulgaria  wi|b 
all  these  decep 
that  the  people 
understand  0m 
the  living  God. 


roc,  umw  luuFvi 
(4)  Selection  Tournament, 
FBC,Clinton  (D&FM). 


is  very  isolated.  Pray  ms 
God  will  send  the  right 
people  to  come  and  hel| 
the  team  with  this  need. 


and  for  many  students  to  be 
saved  and  become  involved 
in  the  Baptist  Campus 
Ministry  organization. 


Team  UFA  (oo-FAH)  asks  us  to 
pray  for  the  Sipailovo  district  of 
Ufa,  Russia.  “Sipailovo  is  home 
to  1OO,OO(Ls0ul$,Jtct  has  no 


Jim  Young,  Dallas,  Texas,  is 
director  of  the  Center  for 
Community  Ministries  for 

assists  diuSiesjpmnist™ 

the  tfevelojJnienTma  victim 
memorial  center  and  hospi¬ 
tality  house  in  Huntsville  to 
minister  to  crime  victims 
and  their  families. 


Continue  to  pray  for  new 
believers  0.  and  M.  who 
moved  to  another  city  in 
Mexico  last  December.  Hi 


The  New  Testament  will  soon 
be  released  in  the  two  key 
Kurdish  languages  of  Central 

Due’ to  a  liadmd  nterSry  rate, 
it  cannot  be  mad  by/ne 
majority  of  tlft  Kuijfeh  popu¬ 
lation,  so  sevftal  mmistry 
organizations  are  developing 
'Oral  Bibles'  in  both  key  lan¬ 
guages.  Pray  for  development 
of  this  ministry  too! 


Pray  for  GodLA  fcifylhe  inter¬ 
national, ^m-dirionnational 
team  as  AFflRriBBw  Christian 
literature  and  invite  Sipailovo's 
residents  to  evangelical  films 
and  Bible  studies,  and  that 
churches  might  result* 


in  this  new  aty  Much  the 
Bible  in  the!  hcAejhd  are 
willing  to  oden  ofclrnome 
to  others.  Ask  the  Lord  to 
use  this  opportunity  to  form 
a  new  church  in  their  new 
neighborhood. 


p.m.,  2TyP>  p.m.J23rd 
(WMU);  WTleasI pray 
today  for  President  Abel 
Pacheco  of  Costa  Rica 
(Central  America). 


6/2/89 

Miss  Rebekah  C.  Clark 
Parents:  Richard  and  Wanda 
Church  Planting: 

Central  &  Eastern  Europe 

6/3/86 

Mr.  Joel  T.  Martin 
Parents:  William  &  Cynthia 
General  Evangelism: 

South  America 

6/3/86 

Miss  Lauren  E.  McCall 
Parents:  Dennis  &  Margaret 
Agriculture:  CESA 

6/3/04 

Miss  Margaret  R.  Wingo 

Parents:  Floyd  &  Sylvia 
General  Evangelism: 

South  America 


This  summer  your  youth 
ean  worship  and  communicate 
the  gospel  through 

•  Praise  Band  •  Handbells  •  Guitar 

•  Art  •  Playing  •  Part-singing 

•  Choral  Singing  Instruments  •  Interpretive 

•  Signing  •  Voice  Movement 

•  Drama  •  Keyboard 

.t  HeartSong 

/  - x  The  music  and  worship  arts  camp 

/ra]HB|||]RPRI|p^  for  7- 1 2  grades 

2nnc  /  ,*0Me  2 

V  Volf shore  Baptist  Assembly 

Pass  Christian,  Miss. 

Cost:  *1 6750  per  person 

(includes  lodging,  meals, 
insurance,  music  and  T-shirt) 

For  registration  contact:  Gulfshore  Baptist  Assembly,  228-452-7261 
For  program  information:  Church  Music  Department 
1-800-748-1651,  ext.  274,  or  601-292-3274  or 
E-mail:  scluttrell@mbcb.org 


6/22/94 

Miss  Mary  K.  Young 
Parents:  Steven  and  Laura 
Student  Evangelism:  Middle 
America  &  The  Caribbean 


6/28/89 

Miss  Charissa  L.  Fortenberry 
Parents:  Robert  &  Margaret 
General  Evangelism:  CESA 


PLEASE  NOTE 

Church  members  may  send  a 
package  of  cards  together;  cards 
do  not  have  to  be  sent  individually 
to  Stewardship. 


6/6/86 

Miss  Charissa  B.  Hearon 
Parents:  Thomas  &  Bonnie 
Student  Evangelism: 

Western  Europe 

\ 

6/12/96 

Miss  Audrey  L.  Young 
Parents:  Steven  and  Laura 
Student  Evangelism:  Middle 
America  &  The  Caribbean 


FOR  SECURITY, 
cards  will  be  forwarded.  Please 
send  all  to: 

Child’s  name  ,  Parent’s  name 
MBCB  Stewardship  Dept. 
PO  Box  530 
Jackson  MS  39205 


mmammmmmmmmm 


Just  tor  the  Record 


Revivals 


Answer  Tel 


His  Call 


ER  DAY  2005 


LAD/CRUSADER  DAY  2005  REGISTRATION  FORM  REGISTRATION  FEE  ENCLOSED. 


Mis  Storv 


CMtral  mils  Baptist  Ratraat  —  Kosciusko 


Cast  $4  •Mag  a  sack  laack 

(drlak  provided) 

—  .  .  / 


<3PLifeWay  BUS  SALES 


providadtorLMMhy 


Sales 


Bus 


Carpenter 


Leader 


leader's  address 


leader's  Phone  No.  (Day  and  Night) 


MAIL  TO: 

LAD/CRUSADER  Day,  Men’s  Ministry  Department 
P.O.  Box  530,  Jackson,  MS  39205-0530 
Phone:  (601)  292-3335  in  Jackson  Or  - 
(800)  748-1 651 ,  ext.  335,  www.mbcb.org. 


April  7, 2005 


The  Baptist  Record 


2.  Perfect  Attendance,  Lorena  Church,  Smith  County 


You  Can  Respond  ' 
Right  Now! 


Unity,  Georgetown:  Apr.  8- 

10.  Fri.-Sat.,  7  p.m.;  Sun.,  11 
a.m.  and  7  p.m.;  Keith  Smith, 
Bogue  Chitto,  speaking;  Ken 
Hedgepeth,  Wesson,  music. 
Jerome  McLendon,  pastor. 

Oak  Grove,  Smith  County: 
Apr.  10-13.  Sim.  11  a.m.,  6  p.m.; 
Mon.-Wed.,  7  p.m.;  Frankie 
Clark,  First,  Taylorsville,  preach¬ 
ing;  Dale  Townsend,  First, 
Taylorsville,  music.  John 
Barnes,  pastor. 

Canaan  Church,  Colum¬ 
bus:  Apt  10-13.  Sun.,  10:30  a.m. 
and  6  p.m.;  Mon.-Wed.,  7  p.m. 
R.  C.  "Diclde"  Bryan,  evange¬ 
list;  Scott  Oswalt,  music;  David 
Westmoreland,  pastor. 

Gunter  Road  Church, 
Florence:  Apr.  10-13.  Sun., 
10:45  a.m.  ana  6:30  p.m.;  Mon.- 
Wed.,  6:30  p.m.;  Allen 

Stephens,  Bill  Perry,  Bill 
Chancellor,  Dale  Holloway, 
and  Gene  Jordan,  speaking; 
Curtis  Carter,  music;  Gene 
Jordan,  pastor. 


Mt  Horeb  Church,  Meri¬ 
dian:  Apr.  10-15.  7  p.m.;  Jim 
Hill  Family,  evangelistic  team; 
Nick  Holden,  pastor. 

Salem  Church,  Tylertown: 
Apt  17-20.  Sun.,  11  am  and  6 
pjn.  with  a  covered  dish  lunch 
following  the  morning  service. 
Mon-Wed.,  6:30  pjn.  Buddy  Day, 
guest  speaker;  Rob  Schiepers, 
music.  Mark  Wicker,  pastor. 

First  Church,  Nettleton: 
Apr.  17-20.  Sun.,  11  a.m.  and  7 

f>.m.;  Mon.-Wed.,  7  p.m.;  Lynn 
ones,  Booneville,  evangelist; 
Keith  Dowden,  pastor. 

Becker  Church,  Becker: 
Apt  17-22.  Sim.,  11  a.m.  and  6 
p.m.;  Mon.-Fri.,  noon  and  7 
p.m.;  the  Hill  family.  Laurel, 
evangelistic  team. 

Knoxo  Church,  Tylertown: 
Apt  22-24.  Fri.-Sat.,  6:30  p.m.; 
Sun.,  11  a.m.  and  6  p.m.;  Shane 
Freeman,  Tylertown,  evange¬ 
list;  Adrian  Woods,  Tylertown, 
music;  Jim  Ennis,  pastor. 


T .  Cuchens  Family,  First  Church,  Newton 


3.  Junior  Acteens,  Enterprise  Church,  Enterprise 


1.  First  Church,  Newton,  cele¬ 
brated  the  20th  anniversary 
of  Randy  Cuchens,  Minister 
of  Music  and  Senior  Adults. 
Cuchens  has  been  on  staff  at 
Newton  since  Feb.  1985. 
Shown  are  Cuchens,  daugh¬ 
ters  Jessica  and  Jennifer,  and 
wife  Susan. 

2.  Lorena  Church,  Smith 
County,  recognized  mem¬ 
bers  with  perfect  atten¬ 
dance  in  Sunday  School. 
Shown  are  Ricky  Warren, 
Carrie  Harrison,  Sharon 
Taylor,  Preston  Harrison, 
Nina  Harrison,  Albert 


Harrison,  Sue  Bailey,  and 
pastor  Tommy  Anderson. 

3.  Junior  Acteens  from  Enter¬ 
prise  Church,  Enterprise, 
sent  Valentine  care  baskets 
to  senior  adults  in  February. 
Shown,  from  left,  are 
Lauren  Jenkins,  Abby  Lee, 
Megan  Lewis,  and  Andi 
Katnerine  Kersh.  Sandi 
Bilello  and  Alisha  McMillan 
are  their  teachers. 

4.  Northside  Church,  Vicks¬ 
burg,  held  their  annual 
Easter  egg  hunt  Mar.  25. 
Shown  are  the  participants. 


Simply  share  the  following  prayer 
witn  God  in  uour  cram  words: 


;  your 


1.  Lord,  I  admit  that  I  need  you. 
(I  have  sinned.) 

2.  I  want  forgiveness  for  my 
sins  and  freedom  from  eter¬ 
nal  death.  (I  repent.) 

3.  I  believe  Jesus  died  and 
rose  from  the  grave  to  forgive 
my  sins  and  to  restore  my 
relationship  with  you. 

(I  believe  in  Jesus.) 

4.  By  faith,  I  invite  Jesus 
Christ  into  my  life.  From  this 
time  on,  I  want  to  live  in  a 
loving  relationship  with  Him. 
(I  receive  Christ  as  my  Savior 
and  Lord.) 

“ But  as  many  as  received  him, 
to  them  he  gave  the  right  to 
become  children  of  God,  even  to 
those  who  believe  in  his  name." 
(John  1:12) 

If  you  make  a  decision  for 
Jesus  Christ  today,  contact  a 
local  Baptist  church  for  spiri¬ 
tual  guidance. 


$ 


April  16,  9:00  am  -  3:00  pm 


$4  x _ (RAs  &  RA  leaders)  =  $ _ 

(Registration  fee  includes  limited  supplemental 
insurance,  drinks,  and  facility  costs.) 


4.  Annual  Easter  Egg  Hunt,  Northside  Church,  Vicksburg 


Church  Phone 


Mato  checks  payable  to: 
Mississippi  Baptist  Convention  Board 


Church 

Association 


Church  address 


C*»u>«, 


Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Jimmie  Smithey 
TVoy  Lee  Cooley 

Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Gary  Mitchell 


Mrs.  Edna  Sooes 

Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Gary  Hutson 

Dr.  ft  Mrs.  Roy  W.  Daugbdnll 

Mrs.  Patricia  C.  Duckworth 

Charles  ft  Marguerite  Cothern 

Monde  ft  Sandy  Moore 

Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Bobby  Sauls  ft  Family 

Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Kenneth  Sauls  ft 

Family 

Mr.  ft  Mrs.  S$eve  Sauls  ft  Family 
Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Doyle  Sauls 
Grubbs  Autoplex  Employees 
Dr.  ft  Mrs.  Jim  C.  Barnett 
Ms.  Linda  P.  Ebbers 
Mr.  ft  Mrs.  J.  N.  Sauls  ft  Family 
Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Nicky  Cothern  ft 
Family 

Kevin  ft  Judy  Ashcroft- 
Zachary  &  Sarah  Grace 
Mrs.  Annie  Hackleman 

Mrs.  Myrl  McCormick 
Mr.  ft  Mrs.  M.  C.  Tillman 
Harold  B.  Hackney 

Mrs.  Peggy  Hackney 
J.  Don  Hall 

Mrs.  Audrey  Walley 
Mrs.  Oraa  Hall 

Mrs.  Opal  L.  Smith 
Mrs.  Fay  Howard  Hammack 
Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Jimmy  Porter 
Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Ragan  Walters 
Mrs.  Gwen  E.  Clow 
Mrs.  Martha  Hennington 
Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Wallace  A.  Clay 
Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Raiford  G.  Crews 
Mr.  &  Mrs.  Phil  Slay 
Charles  Leighton  Hamric,  III 
Miss  Merle  Blanton 


Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Barry  Dillard 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Percy  J.  Peeler 
Mrs.  Ethel  W.  Herring 

Mr.  A  Mrs.  Charles  A.  Muscio 
The  Late  Commodore  ft 
Albert  Turner 

Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Kenneth  R.  Wells 
EHis  ft  Emily  Hill 

Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Daniel  Robert  Hill 
Mrs.  Marilyn  Holcomb 

Mr.  ft  Mrs.  R.  N.  Humphreys 
Mr.  Wilson  Holder 

Mr.  ft  Mrs.  C.  Gene  Cryder 
Christine  Holland 

Mr.  &  Mrs.  John  T.  Keeton  Jr. 
Riley  Holman 

Ms.  Nelda  M.  Pickle 
Jane  Holt 

Mr.  ft  Mrs.  William  H.  Brewer 
Mr.  Roy  Horton 

Mr.  ft  Mrs.  W.  Wayne  Wood 
Joy  NeH  Howell 

Mrs.  Bal  Mobley 
Carolyn  Hall 

Mr.  &  Mrs.  Jimmy  Jenkins 
Eula  V.  Hurdle 

Slayden  Baptist  Church 


Gertrude  Smith  East 
Judith  East  Winstead 
Mike  Winstead 
Mrs.  Fern  Covington 

■  ,  Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Jeff  Dungan 


Dr.  Rory  Lee,  Excutive  Director 

P.O.  Box  27  •  Clinton,  MS  39060-0027 
(601)  922-2242  •  E-mail:  bcvl@misnet.com 
www.baptistchildrensvillage.com 


V  Charles  ft  Mary  M.  McPhail 
Curtis  Cox 

SSC  Dublin  BC-Carson 

Hope  Noetic  Cred 

Mrs.  Clayton  Creel 
George  Calkin 

Philene  ft  Stuart  Allen 
Mother  of  Mrs.  A.  W.  Cummings 
Ms.  Martha  H.  Woods 
J.  W.  Cupit 

Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Roger  E.  White 
Mr.  Floyd  Catrer 

Ms.  Mary  Rose  Jennings 
Cecil  Jennings 
Mrs,  Lillie  Dale 

Rev.  ft  Mrs.  Thomas  E  Wilson  Sr. 


Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Carl  Odom 


Mrs.  Louie  May  Giles 
Mrs.  Coieea  Boydstun 

Mr.  ft  Mrs.  M.  O.  Boydstun 


Gifts  of  Honor  and  Memory 

A  portion  of  The  Village  View  is  allocated  each 
month  to  a  list  of  Gifts  of  Honor  and  Memory.  Many 
groups  and  individuals  elect  to  pay  tribute  to  others 
through  this  sensitive,  meaningful,  and  helpful  medium. 
This  feature  is  hopefully  designed  to  further  honor, 
with  taste  and  respect,  those  who  are  and  have  been 
special  to  our  special  friends. 

March  1-31, 2005  ^^VS***1*** 

w_  Mr  A  Mn  Joe  Elks  Cherry 

Honors  j 


Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Jim  Callender 
David  Nathan  Legge 
Mr.  Ray  Legge 
Bertha  Lenard 

Vince  CutoUa  ft  Girls 
Charles  ft  Jean  Rrr 
James  Quin  ft  Fmnaly 
Betty  Quin 

Richard  A  Libby  Rogers 
Mr.  Tony  Leonard 

Betty  ChanceOor  ft  Fmnily 
Jane  Davis  ft  Family 
Becky  Kelly  ft  Family 
La  void  Lewis 

Mn.  Irene  V.  Thompson 
Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Charles  A.  Jana 


Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Perry  E.  Atherton 

Hiam  ft  Minnie  Jackson  Bridges 
Ms.  Maggie  L.  Mahaffey 
Lndlle  Bridges 

Mn.  Bonnie  Anderson 
Mr.  W.  T.  Bridges 

Brenda  Robertson 
Mrs.  Bal  Mobley 
Pat  Clark 
Thelma  Jones 
Clara  M.  Roberts 
Ray  Roberts 
Sonja  BrigM 

Mr.  Sam  Stockett 


Henry  ft  Modene  Davis 
Mr.  Hiram  Davis,  Jr. 

Mn.  Margaret  Davis 
Ralph  Dawsey 

Mr.  ft  Mn.  Johnny  M.  Fox 


Spring  Hill  Baptist  Church 
Dorothy  Hnskbon 

Mr.  ft  Mn.  Herbert  A.  Morgan 
Mr.  Boyd  Ivy 

Dr.  ft  Mn.  Linuel  D.  Jayroe 

Mr.  Harold  Johnson 

Mn.  Billy  McGIaun 
Grady  H.  Jones 

Mn.  Ruby  C.  Jones 
Mrs.  Kfttye  Jordan 

Charles  ft  Mary  M.  McPhail 
Rev.  A  Mrs.  Thomas  E  Wilson  Sr. 


Mr.  ft  Mn.  Wallace  A.  Clay 


Sally  ft  Allison  Hefner 
Tom  Harrell 

Mr.  ft  Mn.  Terry  Champion 


The  Wynndale  Lake  Neighbors 
Mr.  &  Mn.  Wayne  Coleman 
Ms.  Renee'  Ward  Deanng 
Gowan  ft  Kay  Ellis 
Mr.  ft  Mn.  Lomax  Floyd 
Mr.  ft  Mn.  E.  Clifton  Hodge  Jr. 
Dorothy.  Panl  ft  Daphne  Page 
Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Jim  Shebie 
Mn.  Vera  TVa  vis 
Mr.  ft  Mn.  Roy  Ward 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Jason  J  Young 


Mr.  ft  Mn.  Billy  Mangold 


children  and  in  turn  your  churches  ftttirat 
our  ministry.  To  do  this,  we  are  providing 
at  no  cost  to  you  a  packet  of  materials 
that  include: 


Lesson  plans  •  Mission  stories 
Activities  •  Mission  project  ideas 


Brtty  Gaddb 

Mr  A  Mn  Billy  T  Gaddis 
Mrs  SMricy  Gafey 

Mr.  A  Mn.  Everen  Stafford 


Mr.  A  Mn  Ctattr  Holloway 


i 
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Impartial  Love 

James  2:1-13 

_  that  it  would  cost  him 

his  all.  The  Bible  says 
prefers  that  he  was  very  rich.  If 


By  Rick  Henson 


Human  nature 


weaitny  people  to  poor  people. 
The  old  saying,  "nothing  suc¬ 
ceeds  like  success,"  shows  that 
we  love  a  winner.  If  a  pro  foot¬ 
ball  team  begins  to  win  games, 
.  it  gains  many  new  fans,  but 
loses  them  with  a  losing  season. 
James  2:1-13  warned  the  first 
century  believers  not  to  show 
favoritism  to  the  wealthy.  James 
painted  a  picture  of  a  church 
service  where  a  man  wearing 
expensive  jewelry  and  clothing 
entered  and  was  treated  better 
than  a  dirty  poor  man  wearing 
shabby  clothing.  He  wrote  that 
when  we  show  partiality  we  are 
guilty  of  the  sins  of  judging 
thoughts,  and  of  respecting  per¬ 
sons.  In  Matthew  19  the  rich 
young  ruler  came  to  Jesus 
inquiring  about  eternal  life.  He 
went  away  sad  when  he  learned 


mat  nch  man  came  to  „ 
most  churches  today  Henson 
and  said  what  he  said  to  Jesus, 
we  would  make  him  the  trea-  pa 
surer  within  a  month.  Jesus  ou 
rejected  this  man,  however.  Fa 
Jesus  taught  in  Matthew  6:21,  mi 
"For  where  your  treasure  is,  wt 
there  will  your  heart  be  also."  Jes 
Obviously  the  rich  young  "V 
ruler's  heart  was  not  in  service  Ph 
to  Christ  but  to  his  vast  wealth.  pa 
James  pointed  out  that  it  is  cu 
the  weaitny  who  oppress  the  w« 
poor,  and  who  blaspheme  the  ju< 
name  of  the  Lord.  Research  by  th< 
the  Bama  Group  shows  that  an 
today  the  weaitny  are  much  un 
less  likely  to  believe  the  Bible  so 
or  claim  to  be  a  Christian.  Even  th< 
more  surprising  is  that  many  ou 
Christians  do  not  understand  to 
their  ultimate  goal  of  life,  a 


George  Bama  asks, 
"How  is  it  possible  to 
have  more  than  120 
million  adults  attend¬ 
ing  Christian  churches 
on  a  regular  basis,  but 
only  15  million  who 
grasp  the  message  that 
success  is  not  about 
personal  accomplish- 
ment  or  material  pos- 
°  sessions?" 

James  wrote  that  the  sin  of 
partiality  is  as  destructive  to 
our  relationship  with  the 
Father  as  the  sins  of  adultery  or 
murder.  If  we  commit  any  sin 
we  are  transgressors  of  the  law. 
Jesus  said  in  Matthew  23:23, 
"Woe  unto  you,  scribes  and 
Pharisees,  hypocrites!  for  ye 
pay  tithe  of  mint  and  anise  and 
cumin,  and  have  omitted  the 
weightier  matters  of  the  law, 
judgment,  mercy,  and  faith: 
these  ought  ye  to  have  done, 
and  not  to  leave  the  other 
undone."  The  Pharisees  were 
so  particular  about  tithing,  as 
they  should  have  been,  but  left 
out  God's  will.  We  are  shocked 
to  hear  that  a  believer  commits 
a  grievous  sin,  but  hardly 


notice  favoritism  and  usually 
wink  at  it. 

Once  years  ago  I  filled  in  for 
a  minister  of  music  friend  of 
mine.  Though  I  was  a  pastor,  I 
led  worship  in  a  revival  one 
night  for  my  friend.  The  evan¬ 
gelist  was  not  very  friendly  to 
me.  He  spoke  to  me  with  terse 
words  and  condescending 
looks.  Obviously  he  did  not 
hold  ministers  of  music  in  high 
regard.  After  the  service  when 
the  pastor  of  the  church  intro¬ 
duced  me  as  a  local  pastor,  the 
evangelist  changed  nis  attitude 
and  was  suddenly  gregarious 
and  appreciative.  I  understood 
that  a  minister  of  music  cannot 
invite  an  evangelist  for  a 
revival,  but  a  pastor  can.  When 
he  realized  that  I  might  consid¬ 
er  him  for  a  revival  nis  attitude 
changed.  I  surprised  him  and 
the  pastor  when  I  told  the  evan¬ 
gelist  that  if  he  would  not 
speak  to  me  when  I  was  a  min¬ 
ister  of  music,  he  could  not 
speak  to  me  as  a  pastor.  James 
challenged  the  first  century 
church  to  value  all  people, 
regardless  of  social  status. 

The  apostle  Paul  wrote  in 


I  Corinthians  1:26,  "For  ye  see 
your  calling,  brethren,  how  that 
not  many  wise  men  after  the 
flesh,  not  many  mighty,  not 
many  noble,  are  called.'  God 
has  chosen  the  weak,  the  poor, 
the  foolish,  and  the  base  of  this 
world.  When  God  works 
through  these.  He  gets  the 
glory.  He  alone  deserves  the 
glory.  We  learn  in  1  Corinthians 
1:30-31,  "But  of  him  are  ye  in 
Christ  Jesus,  who  of  God  is 
made  unto  us  wisdom,  and 
righteousness,  and  sanctifica¬ 
tion,  and  redemption:  That, 
according  as  it  is  written.  He 
that  glorieth,  let  him  glory  in 
the  Lord."  Through  the  Lord 
Jesus  we  find  wisdom,  right¬ 
eousness,  sanctification,  and 
redemption.  All  of  eternal 
value  is  a  gift  from  God 
through  Jesus.  So  then  why  are 
we  so  impressed  with  temporal 
accomplishments  and  those 
who  have  them?  When  we  see 
all  people  as  Jesus  does,  what 
each  person  has  or  does  not 
have  will  become  irrelevant. 

Rick  Henson  is  pastor  of 
Oakdale  Bavtist  Church.  Brandon. 


More  than  that,  he 
was  to  find  a  model  sit- 
ting  for  a  picture  of 
<g  Goa’s  working  sover- 
eighty. 

Jeremiah’s  earthly 
*9  potter  was  the  model 
for  the  Great  Potter's 
f  jjM  absolute  right  to  work 
the  clay  into  the  image 
He  had  in  mind. 

You  do  realize  Jer¬ 
emiah  was  no  sentimentalist. 

Here  he  is  talking  firmly  to  the 
to  him  what  to  do  and  say.  We  people  of  Judah.  "You  are  not 
also  need  to  take  action  by  co-  going  to  get  anything  from 
working  with  the  Holy  Spirit  to  God  unless  you  maintain  a  bid 
do  three  things:  recognize  His  right  relationship  with  Him. 
ownership,  make  right  choices.  Stay  in  His  hands  even  if  you 
accept  their  consequences.  think  it  is  destroying  you." 

Let’s  Acknowledge  the  This  picture  includes  the 
Lord's  Sovereignty  (w.  1-6)  or  clay.  Here  we  see  a  limitation  in 
1  His  thread  runs  the  translation.  Clay  can’t  make 
through  all  of  life.  You  simply  choices.  People  can.  So,  it’s  up 
know  this  great  truth  of  sover-  to  us  to  choose  His  sovereign 
eignty  without  attempting  to  plan  and  live  it. 
analyze  it  to  death.  Let's  Apprehend  the 

God  spoke,  "Go  to  the  pot-  Significances  of  Choices, 
ter’s  house."  (w.7-10)  Today,  to  gain  correct  Repent  or 

Here  Jeremiah  was  to  find  information,  we  can  listen  to 
the  potter  working  at  his  wheel,  excessive  self-centered  chit¬ 
shaping  and  reshaping  the  clay,  chat;  or  we  can  listen  to  the 


Explore  the  Bible 

Conform  to  the  Lord's  Purpose 

Jeremiah  18: 1-17 

By  Billie  Buckli 


God’s  Word  will  help  us  make  verse  10  and  in  verse  15. 
correct  choices  with  our  myste-  In  verse  10  we  hear  God’s 

rious  gift  of  free-will.  sigh  of  relief  when  He  tells 

Goa  is  reminding  them,  "I  Jeremiah,  "I  will  relent  or 
can  pluck  you  up,  break  you  reverse  my  decision.”  Now 
down  and  destroy  you.  Or  I  can  God  never  changes  his  pur- 
relent  and  reverse  my  decision  pose,  but  our  praying  can 
and  rebuild  And  plant.  The  move  God  into  action.  Tnat  is 
choice  &  yours."  sovereign,  too.  Why?  He  set 

Maybe  at  this  point  we  it  up  that  way. 
need  to  be  honest.  This  study  As  our  potter  He  brings  pres- 

is  a  wild,  rough  road.  There  is  sure  to  mold  us  to  fit  the  design, 
no  way  to  whitewash  it  or  God  breathes  a  sigh  of  relief 
dress  it  up  for  a  tame  Sunday  when  we  yield  to  Fiis  wheel. 
School  lesson.  Yet,  God  for-  In  verse  15  we  hear  God’s 

we  have  placed  these  sigh  of  sorrow  over  these 

harsh  truths  on  the  back  words  and  attitudes,  "Forget  it, 
burner  of  our  time  frame  in  God.  We  will  not  submit  to 
Bible  study  and  turned  down  your  hand." 
the  flame.  In  its  place  we  may  Can’t  you  hear  God’s  sor- 
have  turned  up  the  flames  of  rowful  sigh  as  He  says,  "I 
long  sick  list  and  lengthy  fel-  /must  waff 
lowship.  Then  there  is  not  face-to-fac 
much  time  or  not  much  flame  you  will  si 
left  for  His  word.  The  choice  disapprov; 
is  yours  as  a  teacher.  The  cho 

Let's  Accept  the  Invitation  to  God's  sigh 
le  Consequences,  sigh  of  son 
(vv.10-17)  Ray  Stedman  in  his 
comments  on  Jeremiah  talks  Bi 
about  the  two  "sighs"  of  God  in  Hart 


creation.  Today  God's  I  -'fM 
Words  are  revealed  by  oLnh| 

Again  we  turn  back  to  His  Holy  Spirit.  Bu 

Jeremiah.  Did  you  say,  "Oh,  In  our  lesson  today, 
that's  the  book  in  my  Bible  with  Jeremiah  needed  to  take  action 
nothing  underlined/"  before  the  Lord  would  reveal 

May  I  suggest  some  words 
under  which  to  draw  lines  in 
Jeremiah  18:2? 

"Arise  and  go."  Take  action. 

This  is  our  part.  We  must  ownership,  make  right  choices, 
choose  to  get  up  and  go  from  accept  their  consequences, 
where  we  are  to  where  God  is  Let's  .* 
moving. 

"I  will  cause  you."  Resulting  be  persuaded 
from  our  correct  free-will  deo-  *l  L  *"  ~l 
sion,  God  goes  into  action  if  we 
make  the  right  choice.  He 
won't  go  with  you  on  a  wrong 
choice  road. 

"Hear  My  Words."  God's  ter’s  house. 

Words  were  revealed  by  an 
object  lesson  about  a  potter 
who  had  the  right  to  mold  his 
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BWA  to  consider  Texas,  Va.  memberships 


Bibliocipher 

By  Charles  Marx,  1932  -  2004 
copyrighted  2005 

MHHZ  IVXNPHGKHP  SC 
EWH  GVKH  VR  TVO, 
GVVMSCT  RVN  EWH 
DHNU  VR  VXN  GVNO 
UHPXP  LWNSPE  XCEV 
HEHNCBG  GSRH. 

UXOH  EYHCEI-VCH 

Clue:  U  =  J 

Have  fun  with  cryptography  and 
exercise  your  Bible  knowledge.  A 
King  James  Version  Bible  verse  has 
been  encoded  by  letter  substitution. 
The  same  letter  is  substituted 
throughout  the  puzzle.  Solve  by  trial 
and  error.  Answer  to  last  week's  puz¬ 
zle:  John  Six:  Sixty-Five. 


FALLS  CHURCH,  Va.  (ABP) 
—  The  Baptist  General 
Association  of  Virginia  (BGAV) 
and  the  Baptist  General 
Convention  of  Texas  (BGCT) 
will  be  recommended  for  full 
membership  in  the  Baptist 
World  Alliance  (BWA),  the 
group's  membership  commit¬ 
tee  reported  on  March  9. 

British  Baptist  Alistair  Brown, 
who  sits  on  the  membership 
committee,  said  it  is  "the  com¬ 
mittee's  unanimous  view  that 
both  be  recommended”  to  the 
BWA  General  Council  to  become 
full  member  bodies  of  the 
worldwide  umbrella  group  for 
Baptists.  Brown's  report  came 
during  the  BWA's  semi-annual 
Executive  Committee  meeting 
March  9  at  BWA's  suburban 
Washington  headquarters. 

Both  state  groups  relate  to  the 
Southern  Baptist  Convention 
(SBC),  as  well  as  the  Cooper¬ 
ative  Baptist  Fellowship  (CBF) 
and  other  nationwide  missions 
organizations. 

The  BGAV  and  BGCT  are 
already  major  financial  contribu¬ 
tors  to  BWA  and  both  already 
joined  the  North  American 
Baptist  Fellowship,  one  of  BWA's 


six  regional  groups  but  the  rec¬ 
ommendation,  if  approved  by 
the  BWA’s  General  Council  dur¬ 
ing  its  meeting  in  July,  would 
mean  the  two  state  conventions 
would  become  members  on  the 
same  level  as  CBF,  the  American 
Baptist  Churches,  or  any  of  the 
200-plus  other  national  or 
regional  Baptist  groups  that 
make  up  BWA's  membership. 
They  would  be  the  first  U.S.  state 
conventions  to  join. 

The  moves  by  the  two  conven¬ 
tions  come  after  the  SBC  voted 
last  year  to  leave  tire  global  fel¬ 
lowship.  "Both  bodies  express 
sadness  at  the  withdrawal  from 
membership  from  the  BWA  of 
the  Southern  Baptist 
Convention,"  Brown  told  the 
assembled  BWA  leaders,  "and 
they  said  that  the  withdrawal 
from  fire  BWA  had  removed  from 
them  a  means  of  fellowship  with 
Baptists  from  around  the  world." 

BWA  rules  require  that  mem¬ 
ber  bodies  not  be  an  integral  part 
of  any  other  Baptist  denomina¬ 
tion  in  their  countries.  However, 
Brown  said  the  committee  felt 
both  BGAV  and  BGCT  meet  that 
requirement.  "In  each  case,  they 
were  founded  before  the  estab- 


MS  Positions 


PART-TIME  YOUTH/CHILDREN 'S  MIN¬ 
ISTER:  Antioch  Baptist  Church,  Brandon, 
Mississippi.  Seeking  a  part-time  youth  and 
children's  minister.  Please  send  resumes 
and  references  to  Antioch  Baptist  Church, 
2350  Hwy  43  S.,  attn:  youth/children's 
search  committee,  Brandon,  MS  39042. 


PART-TIME  YOUTH  MINISTER:  Griffith 
Memorial  Baptist  Church  is  seeking  a 
part-time  minister  of  youth.  Preference 
will  be  given  to  mature  individuals  with 
youth  related  ministry  experience.  Mail 
resume  to  Griffith  Memorial  Baptist 
Church,  attn:  youth  minister  search  com¬ 
mittee,  5275  Teny  Road,  Jackson,  MS 
39212.  _ 


FRIENDSHIP  BAPTIST  CHURCH, 

Brookhaven,  MS  is  seeking  a  bi-voca- 
tional  minister  of  music.  If  interested, 
please  send  resumes  to  Friendship 
Baptist  Church,  attn:  music  minister 
search  committee,  1 502  Friendship  Lane 
NW,  Brookhaven,  MS  39601.  You  can 
also  send  resumes  via  fax:(601)  833- 
5688  or  email  friendship5603@bell- 
south.net. 


DANIR  MEMORIAL  BAPTIST  CHURCH 

is  seeking  an  organist  for  the  Sunday  ser¬ 
vices  in  south  Jackson.  Send  resumes  to 
personnel  committee  chairman,  Janet 
Reden,  Daniel  Memorial  Baptist  Church, 
3784  Terry  Road,  Jackson,  MS  3921 2. 


1119  Mississippi  Churches 
Can’t  Be  Wrong. 

More  than  1100  churches  throughout  Mississippi 
put  their  faith  in  Wellington  Associates  for 
comprehensive  insurance  services  including 
property,  general,  and  specific  liability,  vehicle, 
workers  compensation,  and  other  coverages. 
Wellington  guarantees  a  quality  program, 
customized  for  your  ministry,  at  the  most 
competitive  premium  rates. 

For  references  and.  more  {■■■  WHtingtfWl 
information,  call  Mike  Brooks  at  j\sg0C33.t6S, 

601-420-0174  or  1-800-442-0290.  |jB]  frlC. 


fishing  of  the  SBC,  and  neither 
has  ever  seen  themselves  as  part 
of  the  SBC,"  he  said.  "Both  grant 
freedom  to  churches  to  appor¬ 
tion  giving  to  a  variety  of  causes 
for  missions  work  overseas." 

Virginia  Baptist  chief  execu¬ 
tive  Jorm  Upton,  who  was  pre¬ 
sent  for  the  vote,  told  Associated 
Baptist  Press  that  Brown's  state¬ 
ment  reflected  a  slight  misunder¬ 
standing  of  their  application. 
'We  see  ourselves  as  a  partner  of 
the  SBC  and  always  nave  seen 
ourselves  as  a  partner  of  the 
SBC. . ..  but  we're  an  autonomous 
body,"  Upton  said.  'We're  very 
excited  about  being  a  part  of 
BWA  and  we  value  our  partner¬ 
ship  with  the  SBC,  and  we  don't 
see  a  conflict  between  the  two." 

Likewise,  Charles  Wade, 
Texas  Baptist  executive  direc¬ 
tor,  attempted  to  clarify  that 
group's  relationship  to  the  SBC 
m  a  statement  released  through 
a  spokesperson.  "While  it  is 
true  that  every  state  convention 
is  free  and  autonomous  —  as  is 
every  Baptist  entity  —  we  have 
had  ana  continue  to  have  a 
relationship  with  the  Southern 
Baptist  Convention,"  he  said. 

In  other  news,  BWA  leaders 
heard  a  positive  financial  re¬ 
port.  Despite  huge  reductions  in 
the  group's  budget  over  recent 
years  —  including  a  $425,000 
annual  loss  as  a  result  of  the 
SBC  withdrawal  —  the  group's 
revenue  in  2004  was  more  than 


$500,000  greater  than  in  2003. 
And  BWA  came  in  more  than 
$561,000  over  budget  for  2004. 

Ellen  Teague,  BWA's  finance 
director,  attributed  much  of 
that  increase  to  generous  giv¬ 
ing  by  local  churches.  Last  year, 
BWA  began  allowing  local 
churches  to  become  "associate 
members,"  and  more  than  300 
local  churches  —  including 
SBC  congregations  —  have  sent 
contributions  directly  to  BWA. 

IKEIT  NATION  INVESTMENT  COMP. 

FIRST  MORTGAGE  CHURCH  BONDS 
EARN  UP  TO:  8% 

These  bonds  may  be  placed  in  a  self-directed  IRA. 
Transfers  and  rollovers  accepted,  in  most  cases. 

Interest  Payable  Quarterly 

This  announcement  is  neither  an  offer  to  sell 
nor  a  solicitation  of  an  offer  to  buy.  All  offers 
are  made  by  propectus  only. 

NHEIT  KUHN  INVESTMENT  CSRF. 

5408- A  Bell  •  Amarillo  TX  79109 
Member  NASD,  SIPC 

For  more  complete  information  about  bond  issues, 
obtain  a  prospectus  which  describes  all  of  the 
particulars  of  the  undertaking.  Read  it  carefully 
before  you  invest  or  send  money.  All  bonds  are 
offered  at  face  value,  subject  to  availability. 

CALL  OR  RETURN  THIS  TO: 


Martin  Northern 
PO  Box  130S 
Benton,  AR  72018-1302 


800-468-3007 
501418-3100 
Fax  501-316-3110 


Jackson  1-000-844-1200  or  HattlMburg  1-000-844-6821 
or  go  online  at  wwrw4NidlooarvicM.org 


m  Hearin 

^  Jackson  1-800-84 

►  ?  r  Hfessional  Sound 
Design  and 
M^Mljnallation 

/  School  /  Commercial 


Please  send  me  information  on  the  First  Mortage 
Church  Bonds  currently  being  offered  try 
Great  Nation  Investment  Gorp. 


"Hearina  is  Believinr" 


AHVatONOF* 


1  MUSIC  MCONPQRATEO 


FINALLY  AFFORDABLE  HEALTH 
INSURANCE  for  the  self  employed.  Call 
(800)  541-8196.  Provided  by  Mega 
Insurance,  www.christurner-ins.com. 
AFFORDABLE  BEACHSIDE  VACA¬ 
TION  CONDOS,  www.gulfshorescon- 
dos.com.  All  size  units  available.  Spring 
special,  2  night  weekend,  $1 60,  4  week 
nights  $250.  Efficiency  unit  (2  adults  2 
kids).  Good  thru  5/25,  (205)  556-0368 

or  (205)  554-1 524, _ 

WANTED:  CHURCH  TO  PURCHASE  A 
20-25  PASSENGER  BUS.  Looking  for  a 
newer  model  with  low  miles,  good 
physical  and  mechanical  shape.  Call 
(662)  983-2216  from  9:30  a.m.-4:30 

p.m.,  Monday-Thursday. _ 

STAINED  GLASSWORKS,  INC.,  serving 
MS&AL  since  1992.  Call  (800)  605-2970. 
SEBREN'S  SIDING,  JACKSON,  CHRISTIAN 
OWNED.  All  home  improvements,  vinyl 
siding,  windows,  metal  and  shingle  roofs, 
patio  covers,  screen  and  glass  rooms.  (601 ) 
992-2092,  Don  &  Rita  Sebren,  owners. 

THE  ASSOCIATIONAL  MISSIONARY 
SEARCH  COMMITTEE  of  Shelby 
Association  (Alabama)  seeks  resumes  of 
qualified  candidates.  Send  resumes 


with  cover  letter  by  April  1 5  to  search 
committee,  c/o  Allan  Murphy,  4605 
Burning  Tree  Lane,  Pelham,  AL  35124. 

A  FULL-TIME  MINISTER  TO  CHILDREN  is 
being  sought  by  First  Baptist  Church,  Hot 
Springs,  AR.  This  first-time  position  will  be 
responsible  for  working  with  newborns 
through  six  graders.  Send  resumes  to  FBC, 
2350  Central  Avenue,  Hot  Springs,  AR 
71901  or  mkcmomOcablelynx.com. 
SMOKE-FREE  BRANSON  CONDO 
RENTAL.  Like  home,  all  new  furnish¬ 
ings,  street  level,  no  steps,  breathtaking 
view.  Sleeps  6,  no  pets,  (888)  879-0388 

or  Bucmom71Qaol.com. _ 

HEALTH  INSURANCE  TOO  EXPENSIVE? 
Call  toll-free  today  (8 77)  232-0686.  We 
can  Help!  Major  Medical  Hospital  &  sur¬ 
gical  plan.  Life,  medicare  supplement, 
low  rales. _ 

MEDICARE  SUPPLEMENT:  plan  "F*  or 
"C",  new  lower  rates!  E.F.  Hutton 
Insurance,  toll-free  877-232-0686. 
CHURCHES  SAVE  30-80%  ON  INK 
JET  CARTRIDGES  AND  TONERS.  Free 
shipping  delivered  to  your  church 
address,  http://lnk4Churches.com  or 
call  toll-free  at  (888)  426-9711. 


FULL-TIME  WORSHIP  PASTOR  needed. 
Send  resumes  to  First  Baptist  Church,  attn: 
Dan  Glenn,  100  N.  Hickory  St,  Vidalia,  LA 
71373.  Or  email  worshipefbcvidalia.com. 
LIVING  FAITH  MINISTRIES,  an  evange¬ 
list  ministry  specializing  in  revivals,  fill  in 
service,  interim  and  youth.  We  are  com¬ 
mitted  to  bringing  a  fresh  word  from  God 
that  will  change  our  lives.  We  believe  that 
God  has  given  us  a  word  in  due  season  for 
the  body  of  Christ.  Evangelist  Steve  Smith, 
contact  at  (601)  672-1862  or  (601)  346- 
4476,  www.stevesmithministriesinc.org. 
NASHVILLE  SBC  CONVENTION: 
downtown  and  west  end  hotel  pack¬ 
ages.  Special  rate.  Comfort  Inn,  $99 
night,  including  taxes  and  shuttle.  Opry 
packages,  Christian  Travelers,  (800) 
972-8952,  www.christiantravelers.com. 
CROWING  NORTH  FLORIDA  PANHAN¬ 
DLE  CHURCH  is  seeking  to  fill  a  new  posi¬ 
tion  of  minister  of  educational  outreach. 
Please  send  a  resume  to  Southwide  Bap^jst 
Church,  1 307  Country  Hwy  278,  DeFuniak 
Springs,  FL  32435,  or  email  swbc@cyou.com. 
For  more  information  call  (850)  892-3835. 
DOING  A  BATTLE  WITH  SATAN,  a  sol¬ 
dier  of  the  cross,  available  to  speak,  James 


Nichols.  Call  (601)  425-2656,  Laurel, 
Miss.  References:  Rev.  Ken  Regan, 
Heritage  FHeights  Baptist  Church,  4140 
Hwy  15  North,  Laurel,  MS  39440.  Also, 
Stan  Herrington,  252  Eastview  Drive, 
Laurel,  MS  39443.  "Standing  in  The  Gap." 
CHRISTIAN  LONG  DISTANCE,  3.9  cents 
interstate,  4.9  cents  in  state.  No  monthly 
service  charge.  Call  (866)  587-8346  or 


HOPPER  GLASS  STUDIO,  CUSTOM 

church  windows,  reworking  and  repair, 
Columbus/Jackson,  (877)  477-1899. 
CHURCH  PEW  UPHOLSTERY,  free 
estimates.  Davis  Upholstery,  Quitman, 

Miss.,  phone  (601)  776-6617. _ 

SALE  STREET  BAPTIST  CHURCH  is  seeking 
a  full-time  minister  of  music/worship.  Send 
resume,  cover  letter  and  demo/sampling  of 
worship  leading  to  music  search  committee, 
P.O.  Box  521 5,  Lake  Charles,  LA  70606.  Job 

requirements  at  www.salestreet.orR. _ 

SALE  STREET  BAPTIST  CHURCH  is 
searching  for  a  full-time  student  minister 
to  focus  on  youth  grades  6-1 2  and  college 
students.  Send  resume  to  youth  minister 
search  committee,  P.O.  Box  5215,  Lake 
Charles,  LA  70606. 
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